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pictures effaced in 1736 for they no longer answered
to the wishes of the day; the gallery itself was
pulled down in 1750 with the ambassadors'
stairway and the medal room. On Thursday
zist December at five o'clock was performed
Dufresny's Manage jait et rotnpu^ interpreted by
Mmes de Brancas, de Sassenage and de Livry, and
MM. de Maillebois, de Croissy, de Nivernois,
de Duras, de Clermont and d'Argenson the son.

Immediately after this play there followed an
act by Rebel and Francoeur after the words of
Montcrif; it was a pastoral called Ismene, and its
dances revealed the celebrated Hesse's talent. The
Marquise shone in the principal role and received
applause from one and all. Also there were more
instruments added to the orchestra, flutes, violins,
oboes, bassoons, while Jelyotte, the singer, gave
an indifferent performance on the 'cello, guitar
and harpsichord.

As director of performances the Due de Valli^re
carried out a sometimes difficult task excellently
well, A little later Louis saw a performance of
Voltaire's U Enfant Prodigue\ Mme de Pompadour
was delightful in the role of Lise, playing opposite
the Due de Chartres who took the part of Rondon.

Thanks to Richelieu's and d'Argenson's pa-
tronage, Voltaire had found favour at Court again;
his plays were often chosen for the king's private
theatre; some welcoming them sympathetically,
others with suspicion. As the king's historio-
grapher, gentleman in ordinary of the chamber,
with a seat at the Academic Franchise and honoured